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for Assyrian chronology. In 759 there was a pes-
tilence, another omen of gloom.

The reign of Asshur-nirari II (754-745) was a
period of peaceful decadence. In 754 he con-
ducted a campaign against Arpad, and in 749 and
748 there were two expeditions against the land of
Namri. With these expeditions the king made no
effort to collect his tribute or to retain the vast
territory which his fathers had won. Year after
year the Eponym List has nothing to record but
the phrase "in the country/' meaning thereby
that the king was in Assyria and not absent at
the head of his armies.

In 746 there was an uprising in the city of
Calah. We know nothing of its origin or prog-
ress. But in it Asshur-nirari II disappears and the
next year begins with a new dynasty. In the per-
son of Asshur-nirari II ended the career of the
great royal fami]y which had ruled the fortunes
of Assyria for centuries.